The Valley Garden

Our purpose is to build a compassionate faith comitguvhich is multicultural in membership and
celebration and which works for justice in our ri@igrhoods, our city, and the wider world.
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RVUUC meets in the Pearl Warren Building,at the SE 3

corner of 12th Ave S and S Weller. Parking is af##é Me'ssag(? fromthe Board ..o Page 2
belOW the bu”dlng Dress |S Casual Serv|ces mloso Chlldren S CII’C|€ .............................................. Page 3
am. After an opening family time, children go teith Help the Easter BUNNY ..o Page 3
classes. Nursery care is provided for childrendhamder. ~ Social Justice Events and ISSUesS ................... Page 4
A potluck brunch follows the Serv|ce Please J(mh u Calendar .......................................................... Page 5
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In 1961 President John F. Kennedy, in a remarkadtief idealism, established the Peace Corps to
promote world peace and friendship. Technicallyumteers are there to help poor countries meet loca
needs. But better understanding between local peood Americans has been the real payoff. This
morning, to celebrate Peace Corps Week, MarchRafZMcGovern and others will share with you their
experiences as overseas volunteers.
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For many years, Unitarian Universalists have béevirgg to create a more racially and ethnically
diverse denomination. How are we doing? Insightshei sought in the work of Rev. Mark Morrison-
Reed, who as a minister in our churches encountmtdracism and progreSRRING FORWARD, DST!
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The Artist's Way-ene book plus five RVYUUC women times eight monfRabin, Carla, Rosemary,
Kristin, and Cecilia Erin share some of what wenead about creativity, commitment, community, and
life. A practice session is part of the service—pbepared to create, and salute the spring equinox!
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Unitarian Universalism has often been seen agdfladastrictly reason and intellect. In this seesigve

| will explore ways that we can both honor and sudghbe intellect to allow for heart-centered modgdit

to emerge. Embracing the wisdom of reason as walhderstanding the limits of reason can help us to
reach toward a truly balanced and holistic spifijoarney.

Julia McKay, MA, MDiv, is a newly-minted UU ministecurrently working as a consultant for organi-
zations. She is passionate about helping indivedaat groups find their innate gifts for service.
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One of RVYUUC's most cherished traditions is thet&amorning service in lovely Kubota Garden, fol-
.~ lowed by a kids’ Easter egg hunt. This Easter, R\@Utember Mike Wold reflects on Jesus, Martin

*J Luther King, Jr., and changing the world. Kubotad&a is located at 9817 55th Ave S (at Renton Ave
S). For directions or more info about Kubota Gardésit www.kubota.org. Yes, RAIN OR SHINE!!

This Unitarian Universalist community welcomes aetbbrates the presence
and participation of transgender, gay, lesbhiargfosexual, and bisexual people.
We are an official Welcoming Congregation of the UUA.



3 >3
8 3A>38;=3
38::./ 0B:;.38
A 7 6 *
: $

By Mona Lee, President, Board of Trustees

RVUUC is currently undergoing a congregational pssc
of looking at some options for making big changesolur
future. This was brought on by a majority of theaBb

and Finance Committee feeling that RvUUC was under-
going a sustainability crisis in terms of voluntéare and
money (note, however, that pledge levels and filghnc
picture for next year are really not knowable uwi

make this decision and after canvass). The congioega
has already been scaling back the budget and thite
tee work significantly during the past two years.

Three ideas for solving these problems emerged fram
January meetings attended by many members of the co
gregation. In February the Board convened an adyiso
group, which researched the ideas and developgubgro
als. One option proposes to reinvigorate RVUUC by a
restructuring of tasks and resurgence of volunteers
other seeks to radically simplify RVUUC and to urgte
a deep renewal process for a limited time. Yet ot
idea is to merge RVUUC with Westside UU Congrega-
tion. Each proposal has advantages and disadvantage
To help everyone patrticipate in ariarmed way, here are
synopses of each of the ideas and a descriptitreof
process we are using to make this momentous decisio
1)
This plan retains the full variety, stimulus, aog pf
our Sunday Morningsong services and congregation:
programs, but with new volunteer energy, reduced
budget, restructured tasks, and re-examined mission
and vision. Certain tasks will be restructureddeouls
our energy and skill on our core mission, and titele
support each other—to help us grow both as individu
als and as a community.

larger congregation with more resources, we will
have access to a full menu of services and activi-
ties. Each of us can put our energies into theiacti
ties we are most passionate about, while feeling
secure in the knowledge that other needs of the
church are being taken care of. WSUU has ex-
pressed enthusiasm for welcoming the special gifts
and people RVUUC could bring to a merger. In jognin
together, we strengthen both communities.

67 $3

Now that the task force and Board have developezbth
possible plans, please stay active in the proedsish is
described as follows:

Step #1: Detailed copies of the proposals are haizited
to all members and posted on the RVUUC website. eMor
hard copies will be available in the foyer aftecle&un-
day service. Please study the proposals carefully

Step #2: Task force members will be available secial
table during potluck each Sunday through Marchol4 t
answer questions about the proposals. Ask forficiari
tion, make sure you understand all three propoaats,
give feedbackYour concerns will be presented to the
whole advisory task force for further research.

Step #3: If the Board needs further congregatiomait,
they will distribute surveys to be completed by braP1.
The Board will inform the congregation of the swyrve-
sults by March 28.

Step #4: A Congregational Meeting will be held Apd
to decide upon the path RVUUC will follow into fis-
ture. This will be perhaps the most crucial congtiegal
meeting we have ever held. Be sure to come. Wit to
respect for the opinions of others, express your pref-
erences, help us reach consensus, or cast your vote

As Rosemary stated in last month’s column, thicgss
will not be easy. But we are confident that ourgrega-
tion will work well together with love and deep pest
for one another.
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This plan gives RVUUC the time and energy to
regroup, so that a core of dedicated members can
rebuild relationship, rethink the mission and the
means to achieve it, and try out different averfaes
expressing our spirituality and our passion foliaoc
justice. Lay-led weekly activities would vary but
include common elements such as singing, reading,
worship, and a shared meal.
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This plan allows RVUUC members and friends to
become part of a thriving community of UUs while
retaining our identity and traditions as a geogi@aph
subgroup within that community. As members of a

2)

3)
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RVUUC's administrative assistant, Kristin O’Donned
available at (206) 722-4880 or freijacat@hotmaihco
Please send announcements for the order of sdayice
noon on Thursday

If you're not sure who to talk to, try Board Presid
Mona Lee at (206) 721-5672 or mona_lee@comcast.net.
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Rainier Valley UU Congregation
P.O. Box 20445
Seattle, WA 98102
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by Sarah Ortner, Director of Religious Education

Greetings everyone! As | write this column it'stally
grey morning, but the memory of our fantastic iebr
mini spring is fresh in my mind, and blossoms gfitiw
on the cherry trees. This most recent Sunday drsgiirit
of the beautiful weather, the young scholars agxt |
plored our neighborhood and stopped each othdraies
what we found to be beautiful or unique. The opyaity
to see the community in which our congregationeis-g
graphically situated, through the eyes of people ate
waist height to us, is inspiring and perspectiviftialg—

I highly encourage you to try it out sometime!

We continue to explore social justice, concentratiis
month on social justice as seen through the lenarabus
UU heroes. We are also planning a trip to PAWS,ane
the agencies that the children have decided tossppn
and we would love some extra adult assistancegariz-
ing and chaperoning! Please contact Sarah if yeunar
terested. Also, if you have a particular UU heeb Sarah
know, and she’ll try to incorporate him or her itiis
month’s activities.

Our jugs are getting heavy! It's so exciting foe tthil-
dren to see your participation in their penny drised we
want to thank you all so very much. The drive comgis
for a few more months, so if you have some spaaagh
a-jingling in your pockets and are feeling generohis
following causes would benefit from your support:

Reducing pollution to Puget Sound

Helping animals by supporting no-kill animal shedte
Improving access to water in other countries
Protecting rainforests

Finally, a personal note-| wanted to let the congrega-
tion know that I will be taking a sabbatical anepgiing
down as DRE at the end of this year (July 201f9el
tremendously blessed to have been able to workthish
group of people (tall and small) for the past fpears,
and have loved the work and you all very, very much
With my upcoming marriage and graduate school en th
horizon, the time has come for me to prepare foseh
transitions by creating a little more time and spfe
myself. I'm excited to continue working with RvUUC
through the end of this year. And | look forwarchtp-
ing the congregation prepare for whatever shideitides
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Come and share in the music that is such
integral part of RVUUC! The choir rehearse
most Thursdays at 7:30 pm at the Beacon Hi
home of Linda & Craig Anderson. For more infG;
please call Janet Kidder at (206) 781-5062.
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Seeking individuals who enjoy working with childrand
animals. Opportunity to labor outdoors and witlyéar

amounts of candy. Must be willing to work holidays—
specifically Easter Non-monetary compensation.

RVUUC's Easter service at Kubota Garden is followed
by an egg hunt. To support the Easter Bunny, wdask
help filling and hiding egg®Peliver plastic eggs filled
with toys, stickers, or candy to Liz anytime

before the serviceincluding at Kubota
before 9:45 am on Apr 4. Also seeking
volunteers to help hide eggs before the
service. Check with Liz to join in the - "
fun! Call (206) 853-8859 or email
liz.bucklew@becu.org.
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Wishing a very happy birthday to Rev. Amanda ¥
Aikman, a dearly beloved friend of RvUUC for
many years! Amanda is sharing her birthday wi
us this year — give her a big hug when you Seey
her on March 14. v

Congratulations to former music director Kathle&n
Tracy on the release of her latest CD of songs dfd
chantsiLike the Stars that Made Yaurhe disc  ®
includes RVUUC favorites such as “The Beauty¥
We Love” and “Shine,” the inspiring song that
Kathleen wrote in honor of the congregation’s
tenth anniversary celebration in May 2008. 3
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to take next year, particularly in assisting withrming
and preparing for the RE program, whether thato$as-
sional or volunteer led next year. Obviously, Jala
ways off, this is not a goodbye! But | did wanttake
you all aware.

As always, we look forward to your graceful presenc
and smiling faces in the RE rooms, so do let Sknalwv

if you are interested in volunteering on any osthep-
coming Sundays. (Or beyond!) You can reach Sarah at
(206) 973-6030 or sarah.ortner@gmail.com.
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“...a faith community which works for justice
in our neighborhoods, our city and the wider watld.
from our mission statement
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The RVUUC Social Justice Committee and Rainier Val-
ley Neighbors for Peace and Justice invite everyorse
letter-a-thon and potluck dinner on Fri, Mar 5 z&0Gpm

at the home of Mike and Ruth Yarrow (in SE Seajtist
off S Genessee St). After a delicious meal andt grera
versation, we will write letters to our memberGain-
gress and Senators on two important concerns:

Ending the war in Afghanistan.
Supporting forgiveness of Haiti’s debt to the
International Monetary Fund.

If other subjects come up that people feel conakrne
about, we can write more letters. If you cannot edm
the potluck and would like someone there to writeteer
in your stead, you can pay $10 to a Social JuSio®-
mittee member. Proceeds will be used to help wark f
peace and justice in the Rainier Valley. For mafe or
the Yarrow's address, talk to Dick Burkhart, Monzel-
Beth Brunton, Nancy Olsen, or Steve Olsen.
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Every Sunday there is an announcement i
the order of service, asking those who stay /
for potluck to please feed the donation jar for
theorganic, fair tradecoffee. The coffee we drlnk

has ethical implications, and some time ago, RvVldgc
cided we would do our best to buy coffee that stfeur
commitment to social and environmental justice. Cnfr
fee would be fair traded, organic, and shade-gramd,
we would buy from a roaster that shared our values.

We opted to buy our coffee from Grounds for
Change—a small, family-owned roaster right
here in the Puget Sound area. Grounds for
Change is committed to economic and environ-
mental justice is all areas of its operation.

Our coffee costs a little more, but it does a waoiflgood.
So when you pour yourself a cup on Sunday morning,
please remember the donation jar!
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Do you know about Unitarian Universal-

ists for a Just Economic Community

(UUJEC)? The organization was founded in 1994 as a
dynamic, independent grassroots affiliate of theAlJU
Our mission is to engage, educate, and activatetdUs
work for economic justice, recognizing that as peab
faith in the struggle for justice, we are suppatand re-
newing our spiritual lives. Our current focus isalbéng-
ing corporate dominance. Also we are developingiia
for UU churches to become economic justice congrega
tions. Our philosophy is rooted in the UU liberaligious
tradition—to create a world of justice, equity, auin-
passion. Our method of fighting injustice was deped
by faith-based groups in Latin America in the 19@0d
1980s. In using the dynamic process of study, actad
reflection, we work for economic and social char@er
work contributes to a broader movement for social
change, in collaboration with the UUA, UU Service
Committee, and grassroots organizations. For nméog i
speak with RVUUC’s own Dick Burkhart (UUJEC Board
Secretary) or visit www.uujec.org.
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Join with others in our community at 1 pm on Marf@8
a UUSC Get Together about ttetical issues facing
both white- and blue-collar workersin today’s turbu-
lent economy. Share a meal, disclibe Big Squeezeith
New York Timebusiness and economics correspondent
and author Steven Greenhouse (in a conference aiatl)
learn ways to reclaim the social contract lost ogrgars of
declining job security and vanishing pensions.

Why, in the world’s most affluent nation, are sonya
corporations squeezing their employees dry? Whieet
is much inequality among workers in the United &at
The Big Squeezsy Steven Greenhouse demonstrates that
the vast majority of American workers are equallg-s
ceptible to the deterioration of the social corttratwhat
ways can different segments of the workforce join t
gether to alleviate this squeeze on the Americankev®
To find a nearby get together, or to sign up ta st
for your neighborhood, visit www.uusc.org.
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The World March of Women 2010 calls for women of al
nations to raise our voices together and demarahdrto
militarization, violence against women, and poverty
Celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the Dectaraif
International Women’s Day! Gather at noon at Powell
Barnett Park (MLK Way S and E Alder St); march to
Occidental Park (S Washington St and Occidental) Ave
Endorsers include American Friends Service Comamitte
Seattle NOW, Community Alliance for Global Justice,
and many more. For info: call (206) 722-0729 or éma
inter.womensday2010@gmail.com.
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Mar 3

Mar 6

Mar 12
Mar 14
Mar 15
Mar 16
Mar 21
Mar 26
Mar 30

To be added to the birthday list, let Lisa know!

Katerina Lamola
Unity Jirkovsky
Melinda Brooks
Amanda Aikman
Steve Graves
John Britt
Rafael Block
Natalie Rynne
Wayne Breidford
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P.O. Box 20445
Seattle, WA 98102

Return Service Requested

/ Rainier Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Director of Religious Education .................... Sarah Ortnef

(O 0 To 1T DT (=101 (0] (T Janet Kiddse
Administrative Assistant ....................... Kristin O’'Donnell

Board of Trustees:

President.......vvveeeeeee e Mona Leg
Vice-President...........ccccocvvviiiiiieri e Linda Anderso

Y= Tel (=] = 1Y Liz Berggrenm
I (=T LS (=] U, Andrea Keating

At large: Rosemary Adang
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This newsletter is published monthly. Submit aeticto the
office or to l. maynard@comecast.net by the 20tthefmonth.

The newsletter is available in PDF form on our viieghd o
receive a monthly notice when the newsletter igquhs
contact l.maynard@comcast.net.

If you would like your name removed from the mailirg
list, please let us know. Thank you!

Office: (206) 722-4880 Web address: www.rvuuc.g
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in her relationship with the Divine.
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THANK You to Amanda Aikman for sharing this poem with thegegation in a service on Feb 14. Rabia was apfefi
who lived in the ninth century in a land that issnpart of Iraq. She had a very hard early lifegafier release from sexual
slavery at about age 50, she chose a life of ppeerd asceticism, strengthened and ennobled bgteeshe experienced
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